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Intense concentration of low graduation-
rate high schools in one or two metropolitan school districts

Low to modest concentration of low 
graduation-rate high schools spread throughout much of these 
states

High concentrations of high schools with low 
graduation rates that are widespread across the state









See Appendix A, Report Methodology, Why These States, and 
Appendix B, Table 1.

See Appendix B, Table 2.



see Figure 1

see Figure 2

See Appendix B, Table 3.
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Geographic Spread and Concentration of Low Graduation-Rate High Schools Across 17 States: 2005–06
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Big City Challenge States: 2005–06



see Figure 3

See 
Appendix B, Table 4.



Statewide Spread of Low Graduation-Rate High Schools: 2005–06



see Figure 4)

see Figure 5

Low Graduation-Rate High Schools in Statewide Crisis States: 2005–06



Statewide Crisis States: 2005–06

See Appendix B, Table 3



see Figure 6

see Figure 6

see Figure 6

See 
Appendix B, Table 5.



Distribution of Low Graduation-Rate High Schools Across School Districts, By State: 2005–06
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see Figure 7a

see Figure 7

Distribution of Students in Low Graduation-Rate High Schools, By School Size Characteristics and Pupil Teacher Ratio: 2005–06
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Distribution of Students in Low Graduation-Rate High Schools,  
By Size of School

Distribution of Students in Low Graduation-Rate High Schools,  
By Pupil Teacher Ratio



Percent of High Schools With a Low-Income Student Body of 40% or More: 2005–06
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Distribution of Students Across Low Graduation-Rate High Schools, By Percent Enrollment of 
Students of Color in the School: 2005–06
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see Figure 7a

see Figure 8

Percent of Students from All Race and Ethnic Groups Attending Low Graduation-Rate High Schools: 2005–06
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see Figure 9

see Figure 10

See 
Appendix B, Table 6.





see 
Figure 11

Cumulative Population Change Between April 1, 2000 and July 1, 2006, By State
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see Figure 12
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See 
Appendix B, Table 7

Race and Ethnicity of Population Over 18 and Under 18, By State: 2005–06
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Private School Enrollment Across 17 States: 2005–06

see Figure 13
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see box, “A Public-Private Partnership”







Allow states and districts to seek waivers from various federal 
programs (e.g., Title I, School Improvement, Perkins Career 
and Technical) in order to direct larger portions of federal 
high school improvement funds into capacity building efforts.

Enable community-led efforts to raise graduation rates 
to compete for federal or state investment funds.

Implement a federal knowledge-building and dissemination 
effort modeled on the agricultural extension agency, which 
has played a major role in advancing agricultural productivity 
in the nation for more than a century.
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1,652,866 





Kids Count
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